
 

 

 

           

 

Dear friends of Marist Solidarity, 

The Solidarity Team in Brisbane have prepared a series of resources for MSA schools’ 
education exploring the culture of Marist solidarity and for promoting fundraising for 
projects in Asia and the Pacific. They complement other resources for the Bicentenary of 
Marists’ foundation and take up the theme of the year “Awaken” from a perspective of 
young people on the peripheries of life and their needs in the region.   

These resources are available on: www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/schools-pack  

When St Marcellin invited the first two youth to join him and form the Marist Brothers as 
educators of those without access to schooling in rural France, he set off 200 years of life 
of a movement now across 81 countries.   

There are over 150 projects in 18 Asia Pacific countries that now have solidarity projects 
supported by generous MSA school communities.   

As members of the staff in a Marist school you enable Marcellin’s dream to continue into the 
future by encouraging your students to support the internationality that was part of the Marist 
DNA in its origins.  Marcellin said that “no diocese in the world was outside our concern”.   

Solidarity at its base level is the choice we make as to who we stand with. The Bicentenary of 
Marists brings us back to the origins of choosing youth projects that empower change in 
communities; change that is life enhancing and bringing young people closer to the vision of Jesus 
for a different world marked by the values of the Reign of God.  

Among the major projects set out in the resources are two to highlight this year. In Timor Leste it 
is hoped to turn the soil for our first Marist school.   In Cambodia, graduates of LaValla School for 
those without access to education because of disabilities, will be moving to a new “Village” 
complex of simple non-institutionalised housing for secondary and university education.  These 
capital projects need extra effort this year to fund and we encourage you to publicise them 
beyond the students into your communities. 

The team and board at Australian Marist Solidarity are very grateful for what you achieved with 
our partners in the field in 2016. The impact has been thousands of young people across Marist 
centres in Asia Pacific accessing education for the first time while some others learning in new life 
or vocational skills’ programmes or even having their first book to read! 

May the Bicentenary Year be one of promise for those we can’t see and may never meet but are 
within our Marist solidarity lens.  
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